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in gastrointestinal carcinogenesisTo the Editor,
I read with great interest the recent article by Horimasu
et al.1 rs4072037 polymorphism may also influence cancer
risk in a number of gastrointestinal malignancies.
A decreased risk for developing gastric malignancies is
seen with the SNP rs4072037 on 1q22. The risk of gastric
cancer is significantly reduced for GG genotype in
comparison to the AA genotype.2 Similarly, a decreased risk
of developing esophageal squamous cell carcinoma is seen
in those with the SNP rs4072037 in the MUC1 gene. This has
been confirmed by Palmer et al. in a recent study.3 Simi-
larly, a weak association with colo-rectal carcinoma is
exhibited by SNP rs4072037 on 1q22.4
The above examples clearly illustrate the role of the
rs4072037 polymorphism in gastrointestinal malignancies
and the need for further studies in this regard.
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